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Allen Parent Council Meeting 
Attendees: Kerry Beal, Michele Barkoot, Debra Campbell, Takeshia Banks, , Noureen Vaid, Adrian Dantzer, Alicia Carroll, and April Mulkey
· 5:30 Meeting called to order
· 5:35 Guest Speaker – Debra Campbell, Allen Art Program
· Spoke about kid centered art opposed to assignments.  Kid centered art is where the children come up with the ideas and Mrs. Campbell just provides the materials. Some of these include collages, drawing centers, origami, purses and beading.
· Standardized testing this year (the first year). Second and fourth grade are the grades being tested.
· 2nd grade tested on the color theory; the color wheel, warm and cool colors
· 4th grade on portraits and self-portraits.
· Emphasis on art statements for all grades. For lower levels it is dictated, upper levels write their own.
· Public exhibits mentioned; Richert building, Washtenaw County Dental, Library show in Spring, Youth Art month in the past Taubman.  Mrs. Campbell tries to pick pictures from all grade levels with the exception of the where she can only submit one or two works of art.
· Facebook page mentioned kids faces are never in the pictures, just their hands and their works of art.
· Mrs. Campbell also stated she is fine with students bringing their own materials, they are not required to share but she is not held responsible for the items brought.
· 5:45 Square 1 Art Wall Theme Ideas. The last tile wall theme was “The Natural World”
· Ms. Campbell gave ideas such as Rose Compasses, designs and a travel theme.
· Materials have now been obtained; it takes 4 weeks for each students work to be produced. Then from the work, items can be ordered although each student will get stickers.
· Location of where tile wall should be discussed. At this time outside office, first grade hallway, short wall, or hall way outside of great wall discussed. At this time it seems like most are in favor of first grade hallway.
· Goal is to have them completed so they can be displayed by the end of the year. 
· 6:00 Principal’s Report / Allen Update
· Update discussed of moving back to Allen in April around Spring break.  In order to do this 4 total extra days. 2 prior to Spring break and two at the end, these will be from the inclement weather days allotted. It was asked if this will extend the school year. It will be reviewed after winter to determine how it will affect the school year and all will be notified.
· Things that will be completed before move back; gym painted, floor good, school office will look different, teacher mailboxes will be relocated, new story steps, cabinetry in library, furniture replaced, air conditioning throughout entire building. 
· The air conditioning throughout the whole building will allow the school to be a summer school site, which is needed for our side of the town, not year round school at this time.
· Air conditioning is more of a summer project and bids are being looked at as it can range from 1.2 to 3.0 million dollars.
· School playground equipment, looked at but one that was looked at had not been used in 6 years and has to be rebuilt to move which could cost about $40,000. But it has been found that kids are adjusting and becoming more creative during recess.
· Soap dispensers are in the process of being filled throughout the building.
· Project Lead The Way discussed; teachers are receiving training. The program starts in January and it’s where a teacher comes to teach with an Allen teacher as a co teacher about Science, and math and some teachings will include robotics. This held for children K-5.
· Concern of starting M step test right after returning back to Allen.
· 6:10: Teacher Grants (three teacher grants approved)
· Teacher grant deadline is December
· Katie Hamilton grant request of $246.29 approved. Adrian motion, Elizabeth 2nd and all in favor.
· Two new teachers asked for $250 to start class libraries.
· David Mattie affects 26 students and desires to have Literature Read Outlouds which encourages literary communication.  Parent council approved $100 for them to begin.
· Shanda Pearson affects current and future students. This includes print rich environment; books and bins. Parent council approved $100 for them to begin.
· It was also discussed during this time that Girl scouts can assist with gathering books; Kohl’s cares grants, Book fair wish list as well as book donations with Fun Nights.
· 6:20: Potluck / Movie Night 
· Movie date was moved from November 18 to date TBD due to don’t have all things in place with projectors and movies.
· 6:15: Barnes & Noble Book Fair Dec 3rd
· Space from 11-2pm this will include choir, Beal reading to the kids, Science Olympiad and Crafts.  
· The Panera fundraiser could not be completed due to they already have something booked and fundraisers are only held in the evening per Parent council President
· 6:20: Fun Run Update
· Over $19,000 raised 
· Decided if we were booking again for next year and saving $50 ($450 opposed to $500) the problem is that there will be no DJ, Max and not as much staff). Michele proposed to not book and seconded by Takeshia.
· 6:25: New Business
· PTO leadership training mentioned which Michele attended and learned about having Insurance for Parent council.
· Insurance includes general liability for if event held on school property it will covered.
· Extra excess medical: childcare and parents can receive help.
· Officers & Directors loss this assists if decisions affect anybody physical or emotionally we are protected.
· Cost is $569 to be reviewed. 
· Square 1 Art Wall Theme Ideas. The last tile wall theme was “The Natural World”. Please think of ideas for this wall’s theme.
· 6:30: Meeting Adjourned
